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In the fall, few wildflowers put on such a brilliant show as goldenrods. There are many species
of goldenrod, all native North American perennials
with large clusters of small yellow
flowers that appear from the end of
summer until frost. They are often
mistakenly blamed for causing hay
fever, probably because they are
so visible and abundant, but the
real culprit is ragweed.
In the garden clump-forming
goldenrods are preferable to those that spread
by rhizomes. There are many types, varying in
height from 1-6 feet tall. Some good choices include ‘Cloth of Gold’, ‘Crown of Rays’, ‘Fireworks’,
‘Golden Baby’, ‘Golden Fleece’ and the species
Solidago rigida and S. speciosa. Plant in full sun or
partial shade. Goldenrod is drought tolerant once
established and it is not a favored food of deer.
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• Article on ‘Fireworks’ goldenrod on the MG
website at http://wimastergardener.org/article/
fireworks-goldenrod-solidago-rugosa/
• Article on goldenrod gall fly on the MG website at http://wimastergardener.org/ article/
goldenrod-gall-fly-eurosta-solidagnis/
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