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This favorite summertime flower is sometimes
an annual, sometimes a perennial, and sometimes
a biennial (flowering in its second year,
then dying). All 25 species are native to North America. They produce
daisy-like flowers in yellow or gold
tones, sometimes with red or bronze
accents. There are many garden
cultivars in a range of heights, flower
size and colors.
Most types grow 2-3’ tall. They make excellent cut flowers and are attractive to butterflies
and other insects. Plant black-eyed Susans in full
sun for the best flower display. Deadhead spent
flowers to prolong blooming.
Perennial varieties may be propagated by
division during their dormant season. All varieties
can be easily grown from seed. Start indoors 6-8
weeks before planting outdoors.
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• Article on MG website on ‘Prairie Sun’ Blackeyed Susan at http://wimastergardener.org/
article/prairie-sun-black-eyed-susan-rudbeckia-hirta/
• Article on MG website on Brown-eyed Susan,
Rudbeckia triloba at http://wimastergardener.
org/article/brown-eyed-susan-rudbeckia-triloba/
• Article on the Missouri Botanic Garden’s
Kemper Center for Home Gardening website,
Rudbeckia hirta, at http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.
aspx?kempercode=a109
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