
Winter Squash
Winter squash is a frost-sensitive annual. It 

differs from summer squash in that it is harvested 
and eaten when mature, with a 
hard, thick skin. Most varieties 
of fully matured winter squash 
can be stored for use through-
out the winter. There are many 
different types — round and 
elongated, scalloped and pear-
shaped. Flesh colors ranges 
from golden-yellow to brilliant orange. 

Vining squash plants require extensive grow-
ing space and are best suited for large gardens. 
Bush and semi-vining types are better for smaller 
gardens. Plant in full sun.

Winter squash takes 3 months or more to ma-
ture. Pick when the fruit is well colored and rind is 
hard. To improve storage leave 2” of stem on fruit 
and pick before heavy frost. The fruits store better 
in a cool, dark, well-ventilated place.
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Additional Resources
Winter Squash
• UW-Extension Publication A3688, Growing 

Pumpkins and Other Vine Crops in Wisconsin, 
at http://learningstore.uwex.edu/Growing-
Pumpkins-and-Other-Vine-Crops-in-Wiscon-
sin-P526.aspx

• UW-Extension Publication A1989, The Veg-
etable Garden, at http://learningstore.uwex.
edu/Vegetable-Garden-The-P518.aspx
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