
Black Spot of Rose
This fungal disease (caused 

by Diplocarpon rosae) produces 
black or dark brown spots on 
the leaves of susceptible rose 
plants. Spotted leaves often turn 
yellow and fall from the plant, 
making the plants unsightly. Highly 
susceptible roses plants that are 
defoliated year after year are more likely to have 
other problems. 

The fungus overwinters on infected canes 
and leaves. Fungal spores are disseminated by 
splashing rain or sprinkler irrigation. 
Control
• Plant less suceptible cultivars.
• Avoid overhead watering.
• Remove fallen leaves.
• Apply fungicide treatments according to label 

directions; sprays may be required throughout 
the growing season. 
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Additional Resources
Black Spot of Rose
• UW-Extension Garden Fact Sheet XHT1089, 

Black Spot, at https://hort.uwex.edu/articles/
black-spot/
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