
Green Flowers

Green is the color right now with St. Patrick’s Day approaching. Have 
you ever paid attention to fl owers with this color? In the garden, green 
is the most common foliage color, yet one of the rarest fl ower colors. 
Green fl owers are unusual, so when presented correctly, they add an 
air of sophistication to a planting and look good with every color. There 
are some naturally occurring green fl owers, but many more have been 
“created” by breeding and selection. These fl oral oddities are a fun 
addition to the garden.

Some plants that naturally come in green include orchids and aroids 
like Jack-in-the-Pulpit (Arisaema triphyllum) (not to mention a number of 
weeds with inconspicuous fl owers, but who wants those in their garden?).

Many newer green fl owers have been developed primarily for 
the cut fl ower and fl orist industry. There are green roses such 
as light green ‘Jade’ and yellow green ‘Emerald’ (and more 
varieties currently being developed in The Netherlands) as well 
as a bi-color rose ‘Cezanne’ that is a creamy pistachio edged 
with pink. The mossy green ‘Marimo’ hybrid Gerbera, green 
hydrangeas, green cymbidiums, and ‘Lime Green’ Lisianthus 
(from the Mariachi series that is a beautiful, pale green ) are 
marketed to fl orists. Among the exotic blooms shipped for fl oral 
arrangements are ‘Midori’ anthuriums and ‘Green Goddess’ 
callas (Zantedeschia). There are many tender chrysanthemums 
with green fl owers, including the neon-chartreuse spray-type 
button or pompom mums ‘Kermit’ and the slightly smaller deep 
lime green ‘Yoko Ono,’ large novelty spider mum ‘Shamrock,’ 
and a quill mum ‘Revert.’ 
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Green is the thing in March.

Naturally green fl owers of Cymbidium orchid (L), Pterostylis orchid (LC), Arisaema triphyllum (RC) and Bells of 
Ireland (R).

‘Shamrock’ spider mum.



Green fl owers don’t look like much by themselves, as they tend 
to fade into the mass of green foliage and are best placed where 
they can be observed at close range. They make great ‘buffer’ and 
‘blender’ plants, smoothing the transition between color schemes or 
having a calming infl uence on too strong a hue. Against yellow or 
red foliage they stand out without clashing. And they are great for 
interesting and dramatic cut fl ower arrangements.

When incorporating green 
fl owers in a planting scheme, 
opposite colors offer the most contrast, making them appear 
brighter. Combinations of the secondary colors green, violet, 
and orange are attention getters. Bright lime green, paired with 
bright pink, orange or purple causes the other colors to pop and 
look more rich and full of texture. Combining fl owers in a gradual 
sequence of colors – those that appear next to each other on the 
color wheel – produces a more subtle, harmonious effect. 

We usually think of green as a cool, receding color, but the eye-
catching hue of most green fl owers is a “hot” chartreuse green. 
Chartreuse, a blend of warm yellow and cool green, is an effective 

accent color in nearly any color harmony. For more yellowish-green fl owers, emphasize the green in 
them with a companion or background that is pure yellow or a warm, orange-tinged yellow. Green’s 
direct complement, red, may be overwhelming in pure hues, but the blend of cool blue and warm red in 
red-purple fl atter both the advancing and receding hues. 

There’s no need to be green with envy – you can have some emerald gems yourself. Some garden 
plants with “green” fl owers (promoters often stretch that term to include fl owers closer to yellow or 
white) include: 

Annuals and tender perennials
 ‘Hulk’ China aster (Callistephus chinensis) – The green color of 

these blooms is actually the oversized green bracts surrounding 
the pale yellow center disks. This aptly named green-fl owered 
aster is especially good as a cut fl ower. It produces a large 
number of stems on 2 foot plants over a period of several months. 
Successive sowings will extend the supply of fl owers. Easy to 
grow from seed, but is frost-tender, so start indoors or wait until 
after the last frost to sow outside.

 ‘Emerald Tassels’ Love-lies-bleeding (Amaranthus caudatus) – 
tall plants (3-5’) with pale green, pendant infl orescences about three months after sowing. ‘Pony 
Tails’ is a mix that has a green one in it.

 ‘Lime Green’ fl owering tobacco (Nicotiana x sanderae) – really an intense yellowish-green that 
combines well with dark purple and dusky rose. Upward-facing, trumpet-shaped fl owers mix well 
with many other colors in the garden. Grows 2-3 feet tall. Flowers supposedly attract hummingbirds 
and are fragrant at night. Nicotiana langsdorfi i has wands of little light green bells hanging loosely 
on 2 foot plants. It is not fragrant, but does make a good cut fl ower.

 Zinnias – several cultivars offered, all with petals curled upward. Most of the green cultivars are 
not as prolifi c as their colored cousins and they have a tendency to become a sickly yellow in hot 
weather. 

A Nicotiana with pale green fl owers.

Nicotiana langsdorfi i

Hydrangea fl owers often have a 
greenish cast.



● ‘Benary Giant Lime’ – cool green, fully double blossoms on tall, straight stems. The fl owers can 
be up to 4” in diameter on plants up to 4’ tall. They make excellent cut fl owers. Supposedly more 
vigorous than ‘Envy’ with some disease resistance.
● ‘Envy’ – this dahlia-type fl ower is a true, light green with a darker center, although it is somewhat 
variable in color from true green to pale yellow. It has full, double heads, growing only 2-2½ feet tall.
● ‘Tequila Lime’ is offered by Burpee

 Bells of Ireland (Moluccella laevis)
 Celosia – there are few really green cultivars (most tend to be yellowish) but include ‘Lime Spires’ (C. 

plumosa) and ‘Spring Green’ (C. cristata) and ‘Bombay Green’ (C. celosia)
 Sunfl ower ‘Key Lime pie’
 Gladiolus – several cultivars, including ‘Green Bay,’ ‘Green Woodpecker,’ and ‘St. Patrick’s Day’ – but 

many open green only to quickly fade to yellow-green. ‘Green Star’ is rated highly as staying green.

Perennials and bulbs
 Spring bulbs – Narcissus ‘St. Patrick’s Day’ and Tulipa 

‘Groenland’ , ‘Spring Green’ and ‘Evergreen’; ‘Flaming 
Spring Green’ tulips start off very green, then as 
they mature they become more yellowish-green and 
develop the maroon fl ames.

 Lady’s mantle (Alchemilla mollis) – has chartreuse 
blossoms 

 Purple conefl ower cultivars (Echinacea purpurea) – 
‘White Swan’ has white fl owers with green cones in the 
middle (until they mature and turn dark brown). ‘Green Envy’ has 
large 4” fl owers that emerge a lime green, then the petals develop 
a rose-pink fl ush tipped with lime green (more pink than green, not 
like the promotional photos). ‘Green Jewel’ has greenish, quilled 
petals. ‘Coconut Lime’ has short, white double petals surrounding 
a large, almost fuzzy-looking green center.

 Rudbeckia occidentalis ‘Green Wizard’
 Liatris scariosa ‘Gracious’
 Rosa ‘Greensleeves’ is a fl oribunda; ‘Green Ice’ and ‘Green 

Diamonds’ are miniature roses with white fl owers that will have a 
soft green bloom when grown in shade; and Rosa chinensis viridifl ora is an old rose (supposedly 
in cultivation since 1743). All are only hardy to zone 6, so would be diffi cult to grow in Wisconsin.

 Columbine ‘Lime Sorbet’ and ‘Green Apples’
 Daylilies – many cultivars in the chartreuse range. ‘Lime Frost’ has pale cream-green fl owers. ‘Frozen 

Jade’ is cream fl ushed with a green center. ‘Green Flutter’ is canary yellow with a vivid green throat.
 Primula vulgaris ‘Francesca’, with ruffl ed bright green fl owers and yellow eyes

Note that soil pH affects fl ower color, so in some soils fl owers may be more yellowish than green.

– Susan Mahr, University of Wisconsin - Madison
 

Additional Information:

 Green Flowers: Unexpected Beauty for the Garden, Container or Vase – a book by Alison 
Hoblyn and Marie O’Hara on the Timber Press website at www.timberpress.com/books/isbn.
cfm/9780881929195/green_fl owers/hoblyn

Echinacea ‘Green Envy’

Echinacea ‘Green Jewel’ 
(photo by Ed Lyon)


